
City of Scottsdale ESL Site and Structure Design Standards 
 
From City Zoning code Sec. 6.1070. - Design Standards, section G. 

Sec. 6.1070 

G. Site and Structure Development Design Standards.  

1.  Within the ESL:  

a.  Mirrored surfaces or any treatments which change ordinary glass into a mirrored surface 
are prohibited.  

b.  Reflective building and roofing materials (other than windows) including materials with 
high gloss finishes and bright, untarnished copper, aluminum, galvanized steel or other 
metallic surfaces, shall be textured or have a matte or non-reflective surface treatment to 
reduce the reflection of sunlight onto other property.  

c.  Materials used for exterior surfaces of all structures shall blend in color, hue, and tone 
with the surrounding natural desert setting to avoid high contrast.  

d.  Surface materials of walls, retaining walls or fences shall be similar to and compatible 
with those of the adjacent main buildings.  

e.  Development design and construction techniques should blend scale, form and visual 
character into the natural landform and minimize exposed scars.  

f.  Exterior lighting should be low scale and directed downward, recessed or shielded so 
that the light source is not visible from residential development in the area or from a 
public viewpoint.  

g.  No paint colors shall be used within any landform that have a LRV greater than thirty-
five (35) percent.  

h.  Exterior paint and material colors shall not exceed a value of six (6) and a chroma of six 
(6) as indicated in the Munsell Book of Color.  

i.  Plant materials that are not indigenous to the ESL area shall be limited to enclosed yard 
areas and non-indigenous plants that have the potential of exceeding twenty (20) feet in 
height are prohibited. A list of indigenous plants is available from the City. Outdoor 
community recreation facilities, including parks and golf courses shall be allowed turf 
as specified in Section 6.1070.G.1.j.  

j.  Turf shall be limited to enclosed areas not visible offsite from lower elevation. Outdoor 
recreation facilities, including parks and golf courses, shall be exempt from this 
standard.  



k.  All equipment appurtenant to underground facilities, such as surface mounted utility 
transformers, pull boxes, pedestal cabinets, service terminals or other similar on-the-
ground facilities, shall have an exterior treatment that has a LRV of less than thirty-five 
(35) percent or otherwise screened from view from the adjoining properties.  

l.  It is the intent of this Ordinance to leave washes in place and in natural conditions 
where practical. When necessary, modifications to natural watercourses and all walls 
and fences crossing natural watercourses shall be designed in accordance with the 
standards and policies specified in Chapter 37 (Floodplain and Stormwater Regulation) 
of the Scottsdale Revised Code, and the Design Standards & Policies Manual. Requests 
to modify, redirect, or divert watercourses of fifty (50) cfs or greater flow in a one 
hundred-year event shall include the following:  

i.  Justification for the request. 

ii.  Plans showing: 

(1)  That the application will result in an equal or enhanced quality of open space. 

(2)  That any proposed wash modification will include restoration of the 
watercourse with vegetation of the same type and density removed for the 
modifications.  

(3)  If a wash is being redirected or modified that it enters and exits the site at the 
historic locations, and that the result will not impact drainage considerations for 
adjacent properties.  

(4)  If a wash is being diverted into a structural solution (e.g. underground pipe), 
that the change will not impact the drainage conditions on adjacent properties and 
will not reduce the integrity of any upstream or downstream corridor as meaningful 
open space.  

An application for the modification of a wash mentioned above, may be granted by the 
Zoning Administrator subject to approval of the design solution for the drainage facilities 
and subject to the finding that the purpose of this overlay district (Section 6.1011.) has 
been achieved. However, in no event shall the provisions of this section require greater 
area of NAOS dedication than currently required by Section 6.1060.A., B. and C. of this 
Ordinance.  

 


